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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

A precise and methodical understanding
of the Holy Quran, as the foundational text
of Islam, necessitates attention to the lin-
guistic, historical, and geographical con-
texts of its formation. Neglecting these el-
ements can lead to incomplete or errone-
ous interpretations of the verses con-
cepts, whereas their careful study paves
the way for a more correct and closer un-
derstanding of the original intent. One of
the significant manifestations of this con-
text is the natural and human geography in
which the Quranic verses were revealed
and to which they refer.
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Geographical terms and concepts in the
Quran—such as mountains, deserts, rivers,
and seas—are not employed merely to de-
scribe the environment. Rather, as part of
the text’s semantic framework, they play a
role in conveying the message and impart-
ing meaning. Therefore, an accurate
recognition of the historical and spatial
referents of these concepts can greatly aid
in uncovering deeper layers of meaning
and reconstructing the Quran’s historical-
geographical worldview.

Among these, the two key terms “bahr”
and “yamm,” used to denote large bodies
of water, are of particular importance.
These terms recur in important historical
narratives (such as the story of Prophet
Moses) as well as in descriptions of divine
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signs in nature. However, in many tradi-
tional exegetical works, they have pre-
dominantly been interpreted in a general
and synonymous manner, without a sys-
tematic analysis of their distinct historical,
etymological, and geographical connota-
tions. A comparative and precise examina-
tion of the usage of these two terms within
the context of various verses, along with
the study of external data (historical, ar-
chaeological, and geographical), can open
new horizons for a more accurate under-
standing of these concepts and, conse-
quently, a better comprehension of
Quranic narratives and teachings. This re-
search seeks to analyze these two con-
cepts through such an approach.

2. Methods

The main question of this research is: what
are the historical and geographical conno-
tations of the terms “bahr” and “yamm” in
the Holy Quran, and in what contexts of
ancient world events and geography have
these terms been employed? This study
attempts, through a descriptive-analyti-
cal method and a historical-geographical
approach, to conduct a surah-by-surah
analysis of the relevant verses, examine
the etymological roots of the terms, and
undertake a comparative study of exeget-
ical, historical, and geographical data to
provide a clearer picture of the historical
and spatial context of their usage in the
Quran.

3. Results

Examining the usages of the terms “bahr”
and “yamm” in the Holy Quran reveals that
these concepts, beyond their lexical deno-
tation of vast water or merely allegorical
and cosmic interpretations, carry specific
historical and geographical weight and ac-
quire meaning within the lived world of the
initial audience. A surah-by-surah analysis
of these verses determines that the central
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axis of this conceptual network is the story
of the Israelites’ crossing of the sea and the
drowning of Pharaoh, repeated in surahs
such as al-A'raf, Ta-Ha, and al-Qasas, and
inseparably linked to the regions around
Midian and Mount Tur—an area that early
exegetes also associated with the “Bahr al-
Qulzum” (Red Sea) in the Exodus narrative.

Relying on convergent natural and cli-
matic evidence mentioned in the Quran,
this research demonstrates that a set of
indicators—including  specific  fruits
(grapes, olives, pomegranates), the habitat
of swine, the phenomenon of fresh and
saltwater confluence (marj al-bahrayn),
fishing for fresh meat, and the extraction
of marine ornaments—all correspond pre-
cisely with the geographical features of
the Gulf of Agaba and northern Hejaz.
From a linguistic and phenomenological
perspective, the term “yamm” (with its
Syriac root and its exclusive use in the Mo-
ses story) and the term “bahr” (in describ-
ing estuarine and gulf-like environments
in verses such as those in al-Furgan and
Fatir) precisely corroborate this geogra-
phy. Furthermore, the analysis of phrases
such as “al-jawari fi al-bahr ka al-a’lam”
(the ships on the sea like landmarks) and
“al-fulk” (the ships) yields an interpreta-
tion of them as tangible natural phenom-
ena (such as tides or massive waves) that
are entirely consistent with the horizon
and lived experience of the initial audience
community.

4. Conclusion

A multitude of “textual, linguistic, and en-
vironmental” convergences corroborates
that “bahr” and “yamm” in the Quranic text
refer to a real sea adjacent to the historical
geography of the early Islamic community,
and this sea corresponds, more than any
other location, to the Gulf of Agaba. This
approach not only opens new horizons for
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understanding the historical geography of
the Quran but also shows how a critical re-
vision of traditional narratives can refine
our understanding of the tangible realities
and narrative structure of the verses.
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