Understanding Quran studies (UQS)

Research Paper

Volume 1. Issue 2. Autumn & Winter. 2025. Pages 61 to 79.

The Semantics of the Word «lzzat» in the Holy Quran with Em-
phasis on Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic Relations

Fatemeh Dastran;j"’ Hassan Ahmadi?

K

! Associate Professor, Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Humanities, University of Arak.

2 Master of Science in Quran and Hadith, University of Arak.

d 10.22080/ghs.2025.24437.1160

Received:
February 7, 2024

Accepted:
May 26, 2024

Available online:

March 10, 2025

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

One of the modern methods of research in
the Quran is the semantics of Quranic
words. In this approach, after selecting the
keywords of the Quran, the relationships
and conceptual connections of words are
examined along with the systematic
relationship between them, and some of
the semantic layers of the verses appear.
This method seeks to extract the hidden
meanings in the text through semantic
insight. As a result, on the one hand, it
breaks down the key concept into its
inherent structure and components or
semantic components, and on the other
hand, in addition to the key concept, by
gathering its surrounding concepts, it

“Corresponding Author: Fatemeh Dastranj
Address: University of Arak.

seeks to provide a complete picture of the
meaning and uses any factor that helps to
clarify this picture. For example, it
examines the etymology of the word and
examines its syntagmatic and
paradigmatic relations to reveal the
correct meaning of the word. Also,
according to the context, it clarifies the
applications and corresponding concepts
of a word. Among the concepts that can be
seen in the conceptual network of the
Quran is the word «Izzat». The importance
of the issue of Izzat and the need to pay
attention to its meaning and content and
to clarify the limits of its function and
conceptual boundaries reveals the
necessity of research in this field. To
achieve such a goal, a precise
understanding of the concept of the word
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"Izzat", the explanation of its semantic
layers, and the drawing of the semantic
network of Izzat require a systematic
investigation in accordance with the
characteristics of the Quran.

2. Methods

The present research, using a descriptive-
analytical method and with attention to
the method of semantics, examined the
semantic components of the word Izzat,
such as  syntagmatic, paradigms,
synonyms, and antonyms, to draw the
semantic network of this word in the
Quran and discover new angles of the
subject and hidden meanings in the text of
the Quran, which are not mentioned in
thematic interpretations.

3. Results

The different applications of the word
Izzat in the verses of the Quran draw a
contrasting meaning in two negative and
positive dimensions for this word. In the
negative dimension and false Izzat, words
such as sin, disbelief, clan, and boasting of
the abundance of wealth and people are
syntagmatic with Izzat, and in the positive
dimension, this word has the most
semantic contrast with Humility. Words
such as "dignity and dominance" also
evoke the positive dimension of Izzat.

4. Conclusion

Examining the initial concept of the word
Izzat in the Quran, dictionaries and pre-
Islamic poetry introduce the meanings of
conquest and dominance, impenetrability
and scarcity for this word. In completing
the conceptual circle of this word, the
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syntagmatic and paradigmatic axis of the
verses of the Holy Quran were examined.
Based on the syntagmatic approach, in a
horizontal line and semantic connection,
some of the divine attributes such as
Almighty, Wise, Strong, and Merciful were
syntagmatic with the word Aziz,
emphasizing the meaning of this word.
Also, examples of divine Izzat can be found
in the power to create creatures and
heavens and earth, helping prophets and
believers, punishment and reward,
sending messengers and sending down the
Quran. In the same vein, examples can be
mentioned that show the false and
reprehensible Izzat in the Quran, such as
sin, disbelief, tribalism, and boasting of the
abundance of wealth and people. These
concepts are also syntagmatic with Izzat
to clarify another aspect of Izzat, which is
the false and reprehensible [zzat.
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