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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

In different periods, various approaches to
Quranic exegesis have emerged. Certainly,
the needs of the Muslim community in
each era, whether more or less, have
played a role in the development and
flourishing of these approaches. Human
scientific advancements and industrial
achievements in the past two centuries
have grown remarkably, and various fields
of knowledge and technologies have
brought about profound changes in daily
life. Alongside this development and evo-
lution, the growth of rationality, intellec-
tualism, and the posing of new questions,
concerns, and complex needs in different
societies have been witnessed. These
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transformations have also fundamentally
impacted the tradition of exegesis, leading
to the emergence of a rational-social ap-
proach. Exegetes, with the idea that the
Quran is "a clarification for all things" (An-
Nahl 16:89) and that answers suitable for
new questions can be found in the Quran,
have endeavored to articulate the Quran's
stance on various issues by engaging with
the text using a new language and style
that is convincing to the new generation.
These exegetes certainly encountered dif-
ferent responses from Western thinkers to
these questions and sometimes included
Western perspectives in their evaluations
and critiques.

The Al-Mizan Exegesis, apart from its
prominence and importance in various as-
pects, is also a turning point in the social
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approach not only in Shia exegesis but in
the exegesis of the entire Islamic world.
Allameh Tabatabaei, repeatedly, either in
the context of critiquing Western views
regarding Islamic teachings, rules, and
laws, or in independent discussions rele-
vant to the subjects presented in the
verses, has critiqued the theoretical foun-
dations, practical methods, and individual
and social laws of Western civilization.
One of these significant subjects is the
theory of sensationalism and materialism
in Western civilization. A subtle point is
that Allameh considers Western civiliza-
tion to share these two characteristics
with the Jewish people. Many verses of the
Quran are dedicated to the invitation of
Prophet Moses (PBUH) and the stories of
the Israelites and Pharaoh, as well as the
confrontations of Jews with the invitation
of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). These
verses mention some characteristics of
the Jews, such as arrogance and egotism
(Al-Bagarah 2:80, 111; Al-Ma'idah 5:71),
breaking covenants (Al-Bagarah 2:83, 100),
seeking excuses (Al-Bagarah 2:61; An-Nisa'
4:153), pride and disobedience (Al-Bagarah
2:87, 247), and envy (Al-Bagarah 2:89-90).
Through his unparalleled subtle thinking
and precision, Allameh Tabatabaei has also
inferred the two fundamental characteris-
tics of sensationalism and materialism
from the Quranic verses and considers
Western civilization to be the inheritor of
these two traits from the Jews.

This research elucidates and analyzes
Allameh Tabatabaei's views on the two
concepts of sensationalism and material-
ism among the Jews and Western civiliza-
tion, the relationship between these two
characteristics, and their consequences. It
also explains the valid ways of acquiring
knowledge from the perspective of the
Quran in response to the critique of sen-
sationalism.

2. Methods

In this study, a library-based method was
used for data collection, and the research
methodology follows a descriptive-analyt-
ical approach.

3. Results

One of the most important and perhaps
unparalleled features of the Al-Mizan Exe-
gesis is that, in addition to the sequential
interpretation of the verses, it includes a
kind of thematic exegesis as well as various
scientific, philosophical, historical, social,
and ethical discussions. In this research,
Allameh Tabatabaei's perspective on sen-
sationalism and materialism as two signif-
icant characteristics of Judaism, and the
shared characteristics of Western civiliza-
tion with the Jewish people in these two
traits, has been analyzed and explained.

Allameh Tabatabaei refers to the reflec-
tions of these two traits of the Jews in
Quranic verses that recount events such
as the Israelites' request to see God or
their peculiar questions about the slaugh-
ter of the cow. He explains the presence of
these same characteristics in today's ma-
terialistic Western civilization. Addition-
ally, Allameh critiques the theory of sensa-
tionalism with rational arguments such as
the fact that the premises of the theory of
sensationalism are themselves rational,
that recognizing errors in sensory and ra-
tional sciences relies on rational principles
and rules, and that general results in any
science, even empirical sensory sciences,
are not proven. He also elucidates the
Quran's theory on the ways of acquiring
knowledge and the domains of each
method.

According to Allameh, sensationalism
and materialism among the Jews have led
to undesirable traits such as refusal and
disobedience to divine commands, and in
Western civilization, it has resulted in the
prevalence of numerous superstitions.
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4, Conclusion

Reflection on various Quranic verses that
recount the stories of Jews or the Israelites
shows that their two significant character-
istics were sensationalism and material-
ism. They refused to follow divine com-
mands, believing they were not bound by
imitation, while they accepted without
reason anything that aligned with their de-
sires. According to Allameh Tabatabaei,
these two characteristics are the common
ground between Western civilization and
the Jews. In Western civilization, with the
prevalence of sensationalism, any non-
material existence was denied, and adher-
ence to religion was considered imitation,
which science discouraged. This led to the
spread of various social superstitions in
the West.

Allameh Tabatabaei, by critiquing the
arguments of sensationalism proponents,
based on Quranic verses, demonstrates
that all human knowledge comes from di-
vine teaching, although the role of causes
cannot be denied. The three domains of
theoretical sciences, general and intellec-
tual sciences, and practical sciences are
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