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Extended Abstract 
1. Introduction 
The concept of motion is a basic cognitive 
concept and a dynamic domain of 
experience. A motion event is a situation in 
which the periodicity of motion or the 
continuity of stillness in a place can be 
recognized. The study of movement 
events began with Talmy's theory in 1972. 
Talmy presented his first theory of 
movement verbs by comparing English 
with native Californian adverbial 
languages (Talmy, 1972: 257). In this theory, 
he considers four main semantic 
components—body, movement, direction, 
and context—and two subcomponents—
manner and cause of movement—which 
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are expressed in language by 
superstructure elements. It should be 
noted that the superstructure elements 
include movement, movement verbs, and 
adverbs, which include prepositions and 
subordinate clauses (adverbs) (Talmy, 
2000: 23). Cognitive semantics plays a 
prominent role in modern linguistics. 
Contemporary researchers, including 
those in the field of Quranic sciences, have 
also benefited from cognitive semantics to 
deeply and accurately understand the 
concepts and overarching themes of the 
Holy Quran, as well as to examine how it is 
depicted. 

mailto:asvadi@khu.ac.ir
mailto:alirezaahankar@khu.ac.ir
mailto:alirezaahankar@khu.ac.ir
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0001-9462-740X
https://www.orcid.org/0009-0004-4411-2378


 

46 

Volume 2. Issue 3. Spring & Summer. 2025. Pages 45 to 64. 

 

Ali Asvadi, Alireza Ahan kar. Motion Verbs in Surah Najm Based on Thalmi's Cognitive Linguistic Theory 

Understanding Quran studies (UQS) 

2. Research method 
In the present study, using a descriptive-
analytical method, all words containing 
the element of movement (verbs and 
whatever replaces the verb) were 
identified in 63 verses of Surah Al-Najm, 
and the types of movements and 
movement components of these schemas 
were determined, so that the statistical 
findings obtained from it were presented 
in the form of a diagram. 

3. Findings 
The most frequent verb in the motion of 
Surah Najm is the transitive verb, 
especially the directional transitive verb, 
which plays a central role in the objective 
depiction of abstract matters. Transitive 
verbs of movement, by depicting 
dimensions and directions for any 
phenomenon, whether concrete or 
abstract, achieve the believability of the 
concepts of the verses. These directional 
movements are more shaped by the 
content of the verses, which focus on the 
direct connection between the Prophet 
and the angel of revelation and the 
ascension. 

Among the most frequent verbs in 
Surah Najm are static verbs of motion 
because this motion will lead to stability, 
and this stability and stability of 
unwaveringness is something that the 
Holy Quran pays special attention to. The 
most frequent static verbs of motion are 

related to the verb "kana," which expresses 
truths. 

In view of the eternal power of God, the 
verbs of transitive movement and local 
movement of power have also played a role 
in conveying serious and warning themes 
to polytheists, deviants, and sinners, 
where, by the will of God, all matters, 
including origin, provision, conquest of 
the stars, destruction, etc., come from His 
power. 

4. Results  
The most important results of this study 
include the high frequency of transitive 
verbs, especially in the axial direction, in 
Surah An-Najm, which provides a tangible 
depiction of divine concepts, particularly 
the Prophet's relationship with the angel 
of revelation and his ascension, to help 
servants better understand these 
concepts. Another high-frequency verb of 
motion is the static verb, which conveys 
stability and unwaveringness in matters of 
the divine. The power-movement verbs 
also play a significant role in depicting the 
eternal power of God, warning the 
polytheists, making the deviants and the 
heedless aware of the coming of the Hour, 
and reminding them of the fate of the 
people who have perished. In some cases, 
the positional movements, and in general, 
the movement elements in the form of a 
conceptual metaphor, have been very 
effective in explaining the concepts of this 
Surah.
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