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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Exception verses are called Meccan verses
in Madani surahs and Madani verses in
Meccan surahs. One of the most important
interpretations of revelation that specifi-
cally addresses the issue of dating the
Quran is the commentary Ma'arij al-Tafqar
wa al-Ta'qaq al-Tad'bur by Habbankah,
which, in the contemporary era, has inter-
preted the Quran from a historical per-
spective and based on the date of revela-
tion, and believes that there are verses of
exceptions in 32 Meccan surahs and 3 Me-
dinan surahs. However, a comparative ex-
amination of Habankeh's list of exception
verses and her proposed table of the order
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of revelation clearly indicates a methodo-
logical inconsistency. This inconsistency is
manifested in the fact that he classifies a
number of verses of the Meccan surah in a
descending civil order table, but does not
specify this distinction in the text of the
surah's commentary; also, in some cases,
sufficient interpretive evidence is not pro-
vided to support this position during the
commentary. Habbannaka believes that
Surah Al-Muzammal is not purely Meccan,
and that its verses 10, 11, and 20 are Medi-
nan and were subsequently added to the
Surah. The following study, with an analyt-
ical-critical approach and a deep under-
standing of the interpretation of the stages
of reflection and the details of contempla-
tion, first explains the principles and
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interpretative method of Habbannaka Al-
Maydani regarding the exceptions of the
Meccan Surah based on the order of reve-
lation. In the following, this research will
be devoted to a critical and meticulous
evaluation of her view on the exceptions of
the Quranic surahs, especially verses 10, 11,
and 20 of Surah Al-Muzzammil.

2. Methods

The present study is qualitative and based
on a descriptive-analytical approach. The
data collection method is documentary (li-
brary). This includes a comprehensive
study and review of written sources, spe-
cialized texts, and documents related to
the research topic. The data collection
technique was used to record, extract, and
classify the required data. In the final
stage, the collected data were analyzed,
critically reviewed, and thoroughly evalu-
ated.

3. Results

A critical analysis of Habankeh's view that
verses 10, 11, and 20 of the Meccan Surah
Al-Muzammal are Madani shows that this
view is influenced by five axes: lack of at-
tention to literary subtleties, ignoring con-
tent coherence, lack of attention to con-
text, the existence of contradictions, and
lack of accuracy in criticizing narrations in
terms of historical reports.

In contrast, an examination of the tex-
tual evidence — including the surah's con-
text and the correlation of its verses, along
with the use of other interpretive sources
— confirms the unity and structural integ-
rity of Surah Al-Muzzammil. This evidence
strongly suggests that the revelation of the
verses in question (10, 11, and 20) occurred
simultaneously with the rest of the surah
and during the Meccan period. Therefore,
Habbannaka's claim that the exceptions in
Surah Al-Muzzammil are civil in nature is

not acceptable on structural and historical
grounds.

4. Conclusion

Habbannaka considers some surahs to be
completely Meccan, but in his table of the
order of revelation, he presents a contrary
view. Despite his emphasis on the com-
plete Meccan nature of some surahs in the
commentary (such as Surah Al-Mursalat),
the table of the order of revelation pre-
sented by him classifies verse 48 of this
same surah as Madani, which confirms a
kind of internal contradiction in his classi-
fication system.

Habbannaka considers it wise to in-
clude a number of Meccan verses in a Me-
dinan surah and Medinan verses in a Mec-
can surah, and believes that the wisdom of
this is the intellectual-thematic and edu-
cational requirement. At that time, to ac-
count for the audience at the time of rev-
elation when conveying religious rulings,
or to provide teachings and educate a
group of early believers and Muslims, it
was sometimes necessary to delay the rev-
elation of some verses until the Medinan
period.

Textual studies show that Habbanna-
ka's claim that verses 10, 11, and 20 of Surah
Al-Muzzammil are Madani and exceptional
cannot be accepted. The evidence in the
context of verses 9, 10, and 11 indicates a
deep content coherence between them.
To support his view regarding the excep-
tions in Surah Muzzammil, Habbannaka
has cited narrations that are inconsistent
with historical reports and reliable rational
and narrational criteria, and it seems that
Habbannaka has introduced his personal
taste into the interpretation and existence
of the exception verses in Surah Muzzam-
mil.
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