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Extended Abstract 
1. Introduction 
Studying the Qur’an through the lens of 
text linguistics is a modern approach that 
focuses on analyzing the internal relations 
and mechanisms of cohesion and semantic 
connectivity within the divine text. Ac-
cording to the theory of textual cohesion 
proposed by Halliday and Hasan, a text be-
comes meaningful only when its linguistic 
elements are logically and conceptually 
linked. This theory explains how a text 
maintains unity of meaning through cohe-
sive devices such as repetition, reference, 
contrast, and conjunctions. The Qur’an, as 
a miraculous text, exhibits the highest 
level of cohesion, with each surah 
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organized according to a purposeful and 
meaning-oriented structure. Surah al-
Mutaffifin is a striking example of such co-
hesion. By addressing the moral and social 
problem of fraud in measurement and 
linking it to the denial of the Day of Judg-
ment, the surah forms a unified and edu-
cative structure. Analyzing its cohesion 
reveals the intricate network of semantic 
relations between the verses and high-
lights how the Qur’anic language serves its 
divine and ethical message. 

2. Methods 
This study adopts a descriptive–analytical 
approach grounded in the theory of tex-
tual cohesion to examine the cohesive 
mechanisms in Surah al-Mutaffifin. The 
cohesive elements of the surah were first 
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identified and categorized, and then their 
roles in creating semantic unity and 
strengthening the discourse structure 
were analyzed. The data were collected 
through close reading of the surah, identi-
fying instances of word repetition, seman-
tic links, oppositions, and hierarchical re-
lations, and then analyzed semantically to 
clarify how the surah’s discourse is orga-
nized at both the linguistic and conceptual 
levels. 

3. Results 
The analysis of Surah al-Mutaffifin shows 
that its semantic cohesion is systemati-
cally and purposefully formed through a 
network of cohesive elements. The most 
significant ones include: 

a. Repetition: 
Repetition is the most prominent cohesive 
device in this surah. Words such as wayl, 
yawm, dīn, kitāb, fujjār, ʿilliyyīn, and sijjīn 
appear repeatedly, either explicitly or im-
plicitly, forming the conceptual core of the 
discourse. Repetition here not only serves 
an emphatic function but also establishes 
mental connections between verses and 
reinforces the continuous message of the 
surah. Especially, the repeated mention of 
Yawm al-Dīn creates a circular structure 
that engrains the central theme—belief in 
the Day of Judgment—into the reader’s 
mind. 

b. Semantic Inclusion: 
Lexical items related to reward and pun-
ishment are arranged hierarchically. Con-
cepts such as Mutaffifīn, Naʿīm, and Tana-
fus fall under the broader notions of rec-
ompense and the Day of Judgment. This in-
clusion ensures conceptual cohesion 
among the surah’s sections and gradually 
guides the semantic progression from 
warning the Mutaffifīn to promising bliss 
for the Abrār. 

c. Semantic Opposition: 
One of the most prominent features of this 
surah is the contrast between the Fujjār 
(wicked) and the Abrār (righteous). This 
opposition shapes the surah's dual struc-
ture, leading the audience from moral 
warning to theological reflection. Anti-
thetical word pairs create a dynamic inter-
play that strengthens the cohesive flow 
between the surah's two halves.  

d. Conjunctive Elements: 
Conjunctions and linking expressions are 
skillfully employed to establish logical re-
lations between verses. Words and parti-
cles such as alā, wa mā adrāka, and hal 
serve specific roles in connecting sections 
and facilitating the gradual transition from 
divine warning against the Fujjār to the 
glorification of the Abrār. Overall, the find-
ings indicate that the surah’s structure is 
based on precise internal cohesion. The 
interrelation between words and stylistic 
forms leads the reader on a gradual jour-
ney—from denial to belief, and from moral 
corruption to faith and righteous action. 

4. Conclusion 
The cohesive analysis of Surah al-Mu-
taffifin reveals that the Qur’an, beyond its 
rhetorical and linguistic miracle, pos-
sesses a deeply organized and purposeful 
structure. Repetition emerges as the key 
cohesive element that, by reactivating 
core words and concepts, maintains the 
continuity and vitality of the surah’s mes-
sage. Moreover, the hierarchical and op-
positional relations between concepts 
such as Fujjār and Abrār provide both eth-
ical and theological coherence to the su-
rah. The central axis of this cohesion is be-
lief in the Day of Judgment, presented as 
the foundation of moral and social reform. 
Thus, the surah’s cohesion reflects a divine 
semantic order in which the Qur’anic lan-
guage functions as a network of meaning-
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driven signs guiding the reader toward un-
derstanding the divine message.
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